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CURRENT
POSITION

Assistant Professor of Economics, Institute for Management and Planning Studies
(IMPS), Tehran March 2017-present

EDUCATION Ph.D. in Economics, Tilburg University 2016
Dissertation title: Essays on Environmental Policy and Household Economics
Supervisors: Prof. dr. Sjak Smulders and prof. dr. Reyer Gerlagh
RM (Research Master) in Economics, Tilburg University, GPA: 7.7/10 2012
M.Sc. in Economics, Sharif University of Technology, GPA: 17.6/20 2009
B.Sc. in Electrical Engineering, Sharif University of Technology, GPA: 17.15/20 2006

HONORS AND
AWARDS

Ranked 80 in Iranian University Entrance Exam 2002
Exemption from University Entrance Exam for MSc level in Economics, Sharif Univer-
sity of Technology 2006
Admission to PhD degree of Economics in Tilburg University with full fund 2012

RESEARCH
INTERESTS

Economic Growth, Energy Economics, Environmental Economics, Economic History

WORKING
PAPERS and
WORKS IN
PROGRESS

Global demographic change and climate policies, with Reyer Gerlagh and Richard
Jaimes, CESifo working paper no.6617, submitted to The Economic Journal.
Urban vs. rural labor supply and home production in 1750-1830, with Sjak Smulders.
Long-run effects of carbon pricing on adoption of multiple renewable energy sources.

OTHER
RESEARCHES

The Elephant in Another Room: Investigating the Scarcity Rent Using Heal’s Model,
Research Master Thesis Supervisor: Prof. dr. Sjak Smulders.
Investigation of Removing Idiosyncratic Price Distortions On Manufacturing TFP in
Iran, MSc Thesis Supervisor: Dr. Farhad Nili

BOOK CHAPTER “A Green Golden Age” with Reyer Gerlagh, 2014, a chapter in Real and Integer, Thirty
Essays on Economics, Development and Michiel Keyzer, Editted by M. Merbis and L.
van Wesenbeeck, VU University, Amsterdam.

TEACHING
EXPERIENCE

Economic Growth, PhD level, IMPS, Tehran, 2018,
Resource Economics, Graduate level, IMPS, Tehran, 2017-18,
Advanced Macroeconomics 1, Graduate level, IMPS, Tehran, Fall semester, 2017-
18,
Mathematics for Economists, Graduate level, IMPS, Tehran, Fall semester, 2018

OTHER
TEACHING

Seminar in Environmental Economics, MSc students, Teaching Assistant for Daan
van Soest, Tilburg University, Spring semester, 2014-5,
Macroeconomics 1, BSc students, Teaching Assistant for Hans Gremmen and Bas
van Groezen, Tilburg University, Fall semester, 2013-4,
Macroeonomics 2: International Finance, BSc students, Teaching Assistant for

1

mailto:a.motavasseli@imps.ac.ir
mailto:motavassely@gmail.com


Martin van Tuijl and Harald Benink, Tilburg University, Spring semester, 2015-6,
Macroeconomics 3: Dynamic Models and Policy, BSc students, Teaching As-
sistant for Lex Meijdam, Tilburg University, Fall semester, 2012-3,
Macroeconomics 3: Dynamic Models and Policy, BSc students, Teaching As-
sistant for Bas van Groezen and Harrie Verbon, Tilburg University, Spring semester,
2015-6,
Macroeconomics 3: Dynamic Models and Policy, BSc students, Conducting the
SIER Game (Simulation of International Economic Relations), Tilburg University, Fall
semester, 2013-4, 2014-5, 2015-6.

ADMINISTRATIVE
TASKS

Financial Programming and Policies (Implementing IMF analytical framework
for macroeconomic developments in Iran), Director of a team of 12 experts, IMPS,
Tehran, March-November 2017,

CONFERENCES
and SEMINARS

Practicing the commons, self-governance, cooperation and institutional change,
XVI Biennial IASC-Conference, Utrecht, The Netherlands July 10-14, 2017.
EAERE2015, European Association of Environmental and Resource Economics an-
nual conference, Helsinki, Finland June 24-7, 2015.
SURED, Monte Verità Conference on Sustainable Resource Use and Economic Dy-
namics, Ascona, Switzerland June 9-12, 2014 .
VI AERNA conference, Spanish-Portuguese Association of Resource and Environ-
mental Economics, Girona, Spain September 4-6, 2014.
Discussant at ENTER Jamboree, Stockholm, Sweden March 2014
TSC Meeting (Tilburg Sustainability Center), Tilburg University, January 2014.
Discussant at ENTER meeting, Tilburg University February 2015.

OTHER
EXPERIENCES

Referee for Resource and Energy Economics

MSc. Thesis supervision
- The Resource Curse and countries production technology, N. Khani, (expected)
April 2019.
- Employment and aggregate energy intensity, a cross-sectional study, A. Shahabi, (ex-
pected) September 2019.

Bachelor Thesis Supervision
- Convergence and global financial crisis, O. Hamraz, September 2015.
- The effect of drastic changes and elections on output volatility growth, K. Jereskes,
June 2015.
- How Robust is the impact of Total Factor Productivity on share of employment in
agriculture? Empirical Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa, Y. H. Haji, January 2015.
- Impact of UN-REDD Program and its Challenges for Deforestation and Forest Degra-
dation, D. Febrantara, January
2015.
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